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Covid corollaries

Arrivals low in mandis, yet prices aren’t high

April 22,2020

There has been a sharp decline in arrivals in the first two weeks of April across agriculture commodities. While there are four
primary reasons for this — delayed rabi harvest, labour shortage, lack of transport, and reduced mandi operations — grains
are also said to be hoarded by farmers/traders to be sold at a later date when mandi operations and logistics normalise. But
in the case of perishables such as fruits and vegetables, farmers are bearing the brunt of the crash in demand because of
the lockdown. Exports of grapes and mangoes are also halted. The upshot is that prices of fruits are 10% lower domestically

despite an 85% fall in arrivals.

Agri-commodities take a hit on labour, logistics woes
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